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sort of a man he was exposed, and, judging rightly why he
was detained at Madrid, took his measures so secretly and so
well, that he set out the same night, with his most neces-
sary equipage, gained ground and arrived at the foot of the
Pyrenees without being overtaken and arrested; two occur-
rences which he expected at every moment, knowing that
Alberoni was a man who would stick at nothing.
Saint Aignan, already so far advanced, did not deem it ad-
visable to expose himself any longer, bothered as he would be
among the mountains by his carriages. He and the Duchess,
his wife, followed by a waiting woman and three valets, with
a very trusty guide, mounted upon mules and rode straight for
Saint Jean-Pied-de-Port without stopping a moment more on
the road than was necessary. He sent on his equipages to Pam-
peluna at a gentle pace, and placed in his carriage an intelli-
gent valet de chambre and a waiting woman, with orders to
pass themselves off as the ambassador and .ambassadress of
France, and in case they were arrested to cry out a good deal.
The arrest did not fail to happen. The people despatched by
Alberoni soon came up with the carriage. The pretended am-
bassador and ambassadress played their parts very well, and
they who had arrested them did not doubt for a moment they
had made a fine capture, sending news of it to Madrid, and
keeping the prisoners in Pampeluna, to which the party re-
turned.
This device saved M. and Madame de Saint Aignan, and
gave them means to reach Saint Jean-Pied-de-Port; as soon as
they arrived there they sent for assistance and carriages to
Bayonne, which they gained in safety, and reposed after their
fatigue. The Due de Saint Aignan sent word of all this to M.
le Due d'Orleans by a courier, and, at his arrival in Bayonne,
depatched a message to the Governor of Pampeluna, begging
him to send on his equipages. Alberoni's people were very
much ashamed of having been duped, but Alberoni when he
heard of it flew into a furious rage, and cruelly punished the
mistake. The equipages were sent on to Bayonne.

